Commentary

'called9 to sainthood and martyrdom; in Becket's sermon
in Murder in the Cathedral we are told

A Christian martyrdom is never an accident, for
Saints are not made by accident. Still less is a Christian
martyrdom the effect of a man's will to become a
Saint. ... A martyrdom is always the design of God ...
for the true martyr is he ... who has lost his will in the
will of God....

This suggests a kind of collaboration between God and
man, a voluntary acceptance on the human side of a God-
ordained event. To put the paradox another way, man's
free choice is real and is therefore present in God's
omniscience, like the rest of reality.

As has been observed in the Introduction, Harry seems
to know little or nothing about Christianity, and this is
explainable (as I have suggested) on the grounds of his
Wishwood upbringing; it is also explainable on the ground
of Eliot's design to preach a Christian sermon in this play
without mentioning Christianity; here, in little, we see an
analogy to our argument; Harry's nature, apparently of
its own accord, exactly chimes in with his Creator's quite
different purposes.

Our argument also' has a bearing on the Redemption.
Harry seems only to have heard of the idea negatively; he
has told us 'Everything is irrevocable, the past unredeem-
able' (I. iii. 73-74). He, a creature in Time, gazing at his
past, sees the reality of his sin. It cannot be denied. What's
done cannot be undone. But the Redemption (like every
other act in Time) is also an act in Eternity, and if the
things that are going to happen have already happened,
then the things that have already happened are also just
going to happen. The Redemption is now, and includes.*!!
that we who live in Time see as Past, Present and Future.
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